
Autumn Term 

Newsletter 2 

Friday 18th September 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Today, we are focusing on a vital ingredient for your child’s happiness and success: school attendance. For children to reach 

their full educational potential, consistent school attendance is essential. We want to work in partnership with you to give 

your child the best possible start in life. 

Why is Regular Attendance So Important?  

When children miss school, they miss out on much more than just a single lesson. Regular attendance is key because it directly 

impacts: 

Academic Achievement: There is a proven, direct link between high attendance and strong academic progress. Children who 

attend school consistently find it much easier to keep up with the curriculum. 

Preventing Learning Gaps: Lessons build on top of each other like building blocks. Missing even a few days creates gaps in 

learning that can make it incredibly difficult for a child to catch up later. 

Social Development: School is where lifelong friendships are made and key social skills are built. Regular attenders find it            

easier to maintain friend groups and feel included in the school community. 

Life Routines: Arriving on time every day teaches children self-discipline, time management, and responsibility. These are             

crucial life skills that set them up for secondary school and adult life.  

Sometimes, missing "just a day here or there" doesn't seem like much, but it adds up quickly:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How You Can Help: We know that children get sick, and absences cannot always be avoided. However, you can significantly 

boost your child's attendance by following these simple steps: 

Establish strong routines: Ensure regular, predictable bedtime and morning routines so your child is well-rested and ready for 

the day. 

Book appointments wisely: Please try to schedule medical and dental appointments outside of school hours or during school 

holidays whenever possible. 

Avoid term-time holidays: Term-time holidays cannot be authorised by the school and disrupt your child’s education right in 

the middle of a term. 

Talk to us early: If your child is anxious about coming to school, or if your family is facing difficulties that impact attendance, 

please contact the school office. We are here to support you. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping our children attend today so they can achieve tomorrow!  

 Jo Hygate 



Harvest Festival 

On Friday 26th September, we will be celebrating             Harvest Festival and collecting do-

nations of food for Deal Area Foodbank and United Families. The school community has 

always been so generous in the past and we know that our support is invaluable to these 

two local charities. During the week, we will be                  completing Harvest activities and 

learning about why we celebrate Harvest Festival. 

Thank you in advance for your kind donations and thank you to Deal Area Foodbank and 

United Families for supporting those in our community. 

Items most needed—Tinned hot meat, squash, cereals, cleaning products, spreads, rice, 

tinned vegetables, pasta/curry sauces, tinned tomatoes. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Driving Carefully 

We have received reports from parents regarding some             

erratic driving during the school run. We appreciate that 

navigating Kingsdown can be challenging at times, but we 

kindly ask all members of our school community to take           

extra care and drive considerately, particularly around the 

school, for the safety of our pupils. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Snacks 

A gentle reminder that morning playtime snacks should be 

limited to fruit and vegetables, please. This week, we have 

seen a few snacks such as crisps and chocolate buttons 

coming into school. 

We do not confiscate food from children, but following this simple guideline helps to make 

things easier and fairer for everyone. Thank you for your understanding and support. 

 

Coats 

As the weather begins to change, please remember to send your child to school with a 

coat each day. 

If it is only lightly raining, we will still head outside for 

playtimes. Having a coat means that children can               

enjoy their time outdoors without having to spend 

the rest of the day in damp clothes! 

 

Thank you for helping us to keep our children happy, 

comfortable and ready to learn. 



Harvest Festival 

On Friday 26th September, we will be celebrating             Harvest Festival and collecting do-

nations of food for Deal Area Foodbank and United Families. The school community has 

always been so generous in the past and we know that our support is invaluable to these 

two local charities. During the week, we will be                  completing Harvest activities and 

learning about why we celebrate Harvest Festival. 

Thank you in advance for your kind donations and thank you to Deal Area Foodbank and 

United Families for supporting those in our community. 

Items most needed—Tinned hot meat, squash, cereals, cleaning products, spreads, rice, 

tinned vegetables, pasta/curry sauces, tinned tomatoes. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Harvest Festival 

On Friday 25th September, we will be celebrating             

Harvest Festival and collecting donations of food for Deal  

Area Foodbank. The school community has always been so 

generous in the past and we know that our support is           

invaluable to this local charity. During the week, we will be 

completing Harvest activities and learning about why we 

celebrate Harvest Festival. 

Thank you in advance for your kind donations and thank you to Deal Area Foodbank for 

supporting those in our community. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Newly added dates have been marked with an as-

terisk. 

 

 

Wednesday 23rd September — Film Night for Years 1-6 (letter attached). 

Friday 25th September — Harvest Festival. Donations of food gratefully received. 

Tuesday 29th September — Year 5 to Kent Life. 

Wednesday 30th September —  Year 6 trip to London. 

Friday 2nd October — Year 2 to Kent Life. 

Wednesday 7th October — Drop In. Come and see your child’s work in class 3.15-4.00pm 

*Thursday 8th October — Phonics workshop for Year R parents in the hall at 2.15pm. 

Come and see how your child is taught to read and write. 

Friday 9th October — Year 2 class assembly. Gates open 2.30pm. 

Monday 12th October — Individual and sibling photographs. 

Tuesday 13th October to Thursday 15th October—Parents’ Evening (Years R-5) 

Friday 16th October—Year 6 Parent Consultations throughout the day, following                   

secondary test results. 

Tuesday 20th October—Last day of term. Normal pick up time. 

 

Term 2 

Monday 2nd November — First day of Term 2. Clubs restart. 

*Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th December—Infant Nativity (Years R, 1 and 2) to             

parents 2pm (gates open at 1.45pm) 

 

 

 

 



Well done to Danial 

and Lucca for their 

wonderful pictures 

of pollinators! 

Competition Number 

2—Plastic-Free Ocean 

Draw, paint or build an 

underwater scene        

showing what a healthy 

ocean should look like.  

Write a sentence about 

why it is important to 

keep our ocean healthy! 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Academic Year 2026-2027 

Term 1 

Finish -   Tuesday 20th October  

INSET -   Wednesday 21st October  

INSET -   Thursday 22nd October  

INSET -   Friday 23rd October  

 

Term 2 

Start -    Monday 2nd November  

Finish -   Friday 18th December 2pm 

 

Term 3 

Start -    Monday 4th January  

Finish -   Friday 12th February  

 

Term 4 

Start -    Monday 22nd February  

Finish -  Thursday 25th March 2pm 

 

Term 5 

Start -    Monday 12th April  

Bank Holiday - Monday 3rd May  

Finish -   Friday 28th May  

 

Term 6 

INSET -   Monday 7th June  

Start -    Tuesday 8th June  

Finish -   Wednesday 21st July 2pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


