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At the heart of our seaside village community, our school celebrates and values the God-given skills and talents of each person, by providing a nurturing environment that promotes deep thinking and curious minds. We strive to raise the aspirations of all, by creating independent and resilient learners, who make an individual and collective difference to our local and global environments. Our vision and values are guided by the Bible story of Jesus healing the paralysed man (Mark 2: 1–12).
Kingsdown & Ringwould CEP School
Policy for Geography

Where the southeast coast meets whimsical woodlands and unique clifftop landscapes, our fantastic location lends itself to providing an inspiring and immersive Geography curriculum where experiential learning through fieldwork is celebrated. This, alongside our fascinating hook days, captures the interests of all pupils and fosters their natural curiosity to explore the world around them. Not only this, but the carefully selected topics, which also work in harmony with the national curriculum, put knowledge at the heart of our Geography curriculum. With topics ranging from the explorations of different countries and cultures to understanding the impact of climate change, we can prepare children to be inquisitive, knowledgeable and open-minded members of the global community. 
Values Statement

We support every individual in becoming the best that God intended them to be, by inspiring them to think, learn and flourish in a nurturing, Christian environment. We value every child, as Jesus did, and celebrate all they achieve both academically and personally.
Rationale

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.
At Kingsdown & Ringwould CEP School, our geography curriculum is designed to develop curious, informed and responsible global citizens. Through carefully sequenced learning and meaningful fieldwork opportunities, pupils develop secure locational knowledge, understanding of physical and human processes, and the geographical enquiry skills needed to interpret and analyse the world around them.

Aims

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes

· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time

· are competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes

· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.
The Early Years Foundation Stage 

Geography in Reception is developed primarily through the EYFS area of Understanding the World, particularly People, Culture and Communities and The Natural World. Through child-initiated and adult-led experiences, stories, maps, discussions, observations, visits and exploration of the local environment, children begin to understand their community and the wider world. They observe and describe natural and human environments, make simple comparisons between places and begin to use maps and geographical vocabulary. Planning is informed by the statutory EYFS framework and the non-statutory Development Matters guidance. These experiences provide the foundations for locational knowledge, geographical enquiry and fieldwork in Key Stage 1.
Curriculum Objectives

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils by the end of each key stage, know, can apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programmes of study.

Key Stage 1

Pupils should be taught about:
Locational knowledge

· name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans

· name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas

Place knowledge

· understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country

Human and physical geography

· identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles

· use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:

key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop

Geographical skills and fieldwork

· use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage

· use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right) to describe the location of features and routes on a map

· use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key

· use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment

Key Stage 2

Pupils should be taught about:

Locational knowledge

· locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

· name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time

· identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)

Place knowledge

· understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America

Human and physical geography

· physical geography, including climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle

· human geography, including types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water

Geographical skills and fieldwork

· use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied

· use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world

· use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
Principles of teaching and learning

Equal Opportunities

· We plan our classroom activities to challenge and involve all pupils appropriately, according to age and capability.

· We use materials for teaching, which avoid stereotyping, and bias towards gender or role.

· We ensure sensitive treatment of ethnic and religious issues.

· Curriculum will be adapted to meet the needs of children with disabilities.
· We deal with such issues clearly and sensitively when they arise.

· Community cohesion is a key area of development in our school, and the role of geography will be to support this through equality of opportunity and projects which inspire our diverse individuals.

Inclusion and SEND
We provide suitable learning opportunities for all pupils, including those with SEND and those working at greater depth. Teaching is adapted appropriately while maintaining ambitious geographical learning for every child.
We use a range of strategies to support and challenge pupils.  

Support for pupils with SEND may include::
· pre-teaching key geographical vocabulary; 

· visual representations, photographs and labelled diagrams; 

· adapted maps, graphs and data; 

· clearly structured or simplified instructions; 

· practical and sensory fieldwork experiences; 

· adult support and modelling; 

· thinking maps and other appropriate scaffolds.

For pupils working at greater depth, we provide opportunities to:
· complete extension tasks that encourage deeper geographical thinking; 

· analyse and compare a wider range of maps, data and geographical evidence; 

· explore connections between human and physical processes; 

· construct more complex geographical enquiries; 

· identify patterns, reach conclusions and justify decisions using evidence; 

· work with increasing independence, including conducting geographical enquiries.

Breadth and Balance

The geography units outlined in the long- and medium-term plans are designed to provide a broad and balanced curriculum from EYFS to Year 6. Pupils develop locational and place knowledge, understanding of human and physical geography, and increasingly sophisticated geographical skills and fieldwork. Units include studies of the local area, the United Kingdom, Europe and the wider world. Key knowledge, vocabulary and skills are deliberately revisited and developed so that pupils make connections between places, environments and geographical processes.
Continuity and progression
Geographical skills and knowledge are identified in the geography progression of knowledge and skills documents and are the methodology for teaching and learning about the subject.  This ensures that children do not only progress through the term and year but explicitly build on the learning of previous year groups as well. 
Variety
Pupils will be engaged in active learning based around the development of geographical enquiry and its related information finding and analysis skills, as expressed in our aims and objectives.

We want pupils to be able to:

· Ask geographical questions.

· Collect data through fieldwork and/or classwork to help answer these.

· Process the data.

· Present what they find.

· Comment accurately or analyse their findings and reflect on them.

Fieldwork, role-play activities, direct teaching, practical simulations (e.g. using sand and water to simulate the process of erosion), the use of computing and digital technologies to process data and retrieve information, and the use of high quality, up-to-date colour visual resources are particularly important strategies.  We encourage pupils to record their work in a variety of ways including through maps, diagrams, drawings, graphs and writing, some of which should be extended writing.

Relevance

We use pupils’ own geographical experiences to involve and motivate them.

· We use topical events in a geographical way (e.g. pupils’ holiday destinations, global or continental sporting or environmental events, natural disasters and people responses to them).

· We motivate pupils to learn about other people and cultures through relating to children’s lives, visiting adults and using artefacts.

· We respond to the needs of the world around us to formulate relevant Geography topics which foster a culture of change and development, such as sustainability. 

Cross-curricular skills and links

· History - many topics are linked to history topics
· English - geography is an excellent subject for promoting speaking and listening, reading and writing
· Maths - our fieldwork investigations develop data handling and geographical skills. The spatial dimension of map work is mathematical too, through direction and locational work
· Computing - digital technologies are used to support data handling, information retrieval, digital mapping and the presentation of geographical findings

· Some of our objectives explicitly develop social, moral, cultural and spiritual education
· Environmental education and citizenship are integral to the subject
Assessment, recording and reporting
Assessment in geography is both formative and summative. Teachers use questioning, discussion, fieldwork, maps, data and pupils’ recorded outcomes to assess understanding throughout each unit. Assessment is informed by the school’s progression of knowledge and skills document and is used to identify gaps and inform future teaching.

In the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 children’s progress can be assessed in a variety of unobtrusive ways, for example, photography of tasks, listening to them talk about the world and area they live in, observation of their role play, discussion with them about their opinions about places.  Modelling, painting and drawing activities can be helpful for noting children’s skills in observation.  Evidence gathered from a range of such activities help teachers to make judgements about individual children’s attainment.  

At Key Stage 2 similar assessment techniques are used as at Key Stage 1.  In addition, written work, research and graphical information can enable assessments to be made on children’s abilities to organise and communicate information.  At the end of each area of study the class teacher may select an appropriate form of assessment with which to ascertain how well pupils have grasped the essential features of each area of study and how knowledge, skills and understanding have developed. 

Health and Safety

Please refer to School Health and Safety Guidelines.  Hazard perception is crucial for geography visits.  We must walk our route or visit distant sites to assess potential hazards (from road works to tides) and plan how to deal with them.  Pupil supervision guidance must be followed. 
Role of Subject Leader
The Geography Subject Leader leads the maintenance and development of the subject. They are responsible for assuring quality and standards in the subject by:

· Taking the lead in the development, evaluation and amendment of schemes of work as and when necessary.
· To monitor standards through planning scrutiny, book looks, pupil voice and professional dialogue with staff.

· To evaluate standards – through looking at children’s books and checking assessment. 

· To encourage staff and to develop expertise of self and others.

· To review the policy annually.
Review
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